
SAVE OUR CONSERVATION AREAS! 

The iconic Fair Mile, an integral part of the Henley Conservation Area, is 

under threat of being damaged forever by development proposals in the 

draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

Should we lose this:

 

For this: 

 

Artist’s impression of what a development might look like 

Once the precedent is set, will any Henley Conservation Area be safe?  

Demand that the Henley Neighbourhood Plan preserve and enhance not despoil 
our Conservation Areas.  

If you agree, please reject the Fair Mile site (A and A1) in the attached survey (or 
available online at www.jhhnp.co.uk  or www.surveymonkey.com/s/JHHNP2015) 

and return to Henley Town Council by FRIDAY 20 MARCH. 

ACT NOW TO PROTECT HENLEY’S UNIQUE 
CHARACTER 

http://www.jhhnp.co.uk/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JHHNP2015


  

 

 

Key Facts: 

  

● There is a legal obligation on planning authorities to preserve and enhance 

Conservation Areas. It would appear that this obligation has been overlooked.  
 

● There is no need to allocate the Fair Mile land for development. There are more 

than enough brownfield (previously developed) sites available in Henley to 

accommodate the number of new houses required by the neighbourhood plan. Since 

the last public consultation the housing allocations on brownfield sites have been 

reduced despite Henley residents consistently supporting the policy for Brownfield 

sites to be developed first.  
 

● The Fair Mile and Northfield Road are designated as Character Areas within the 

Conservation area due to the unique elements of townscape and character.   The 

principal characteristics are the spacious and rural setting comprised of fields and 

woodland. Specialist Heritage Consultants have advised that the proposed 

development will : 

● Result in the urbanisation of the Fair Mile 

● Will have an erosive effect on the historic environment  

● Will harm the Conservation Area. 
 

● The proposed allocation will allow the development of 40 houses accessed via a new 

road and junction on a prominent, greenfield and wooded site about 75% of which is 

within the Henley Conservation Area. An additional reserve allocation for a further 

20 houses on adjoining land is also proposed.  
 

● Over the last 20 years the Fair Mile site has been rejected at both Planning and 

Appeal primarily on grounds of harm to the Conservation Area plus its impact on 

traffic. 

 

● The Fair Mile, one of Henley’s most famous and iconic roads will be considerably 

altered and damaged. The new major access road junction is at the very point of a 

key Henley view, as identified in the Conservation Area Character Appraisal. 
 

● The rationale (given in the Neighbourhood Plan) for developing the site at Fair Mile is 

to spread new houses around Henley and reduce the impact of traffic. However, a 

traffic survey has not been undertaken. It is suggested that the surplus brownfield 

sites will be used for employment purposes yet the potential impact of the 

associated traffic has not been considered. We could be left in a situation where the 

town’s roads have to deal with extra traffic from 450 new home plus heavy traffic 

from these employment sites. 
 


